Your Source

Title of the source
Who created it
When it was created (or your best estimate)
Where you found it
Origin

Start with the facts of where this source comes from.

1. Who made this source, and when?

2. What kind of source is it (an object, a text, an image, a record)? How close in time and place
was its creator to the events it describes?



Purpose

Every source was made for a reason.

1. Why do you think this source was created? Who was meant to see or use it?

2. What is the source trying to do: record, persuade, decorate, teach, sell, or something else?
What makes you say so?

Point of View

A source shows the world from somewhere.

1. Whose voice or perspective does this source carry? Whose is missing?

2. How might the source look different if someone else — another culture, another time, another
role — had made it?



Reliability
Decide how much weight this source can hold.

1. What can this source reliably tell us? What can it NOT tell us on its own?

2. What other source would you want to check it against?

3. Rate the source for your research question: strong, useful with care, or weak — and defend
your rating in one sentence.

Pull It Together

In two or three sentences: what does this source add to what you know about how people have
used the zodiac or its calendar, and what question does it leave open?



